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Are you completely happy with your current mobile phone contract’? No! Well, hore 
some very good reasons to switch over to Optus Mobile Digital. 

Ifyou already own your own mobile phone and are currently with another networ! 
make a new digital connection to any of the Optus, Metro, National, PowerPlan 12 
or 240 rate plans and you'll receive up to $240 in one year of call credits and oy 


$120 of FREE extras. For full details of these rate plans, please contact our stor 
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FREE FREE 


FREE 


VOICEMAIL CALL HOLD/WAIT CALL DIVERSION 
monthly access* for lyear. for compatible handsets _ from your old analogue 
Valued at $78. for 1 year. Valued at $30. number for 6 months" 


Not available with combined handset and service packages. *Diversion and retrieval eharges apply 
**Monthly access fee only. Diversion charges apply. 


For the location of your 
nearest store please call 


133 999 


Optus World stores are either Independent franchisees or Optus owned 
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Welcome to the Ericsson 
Cup. | hope you enjoy the 
excitement of the 
Championship month in 
Australia’s premier soccer 
league. Without doubt, 
this has been the 
strongest Ericsson Cup 
season on record. Soccer 
fans have voted with their 
feet - attendances are at 
an all time high. And the 
future is bright in the field of corporate sponsorship. 
It is appropriate that | extend the congratulations of Soccer 
Australia to not only the six teams which qualified for the Finals 
but to the other eight clubs, whose coaching staff and players 
have made this such a terrific season 
There has been plenty for the fans with the average number of 
goals scored per game just above three, which is the best since 
1978. 
On the subject of numbers, spectators have flocked to grounds 
to enjoy the ever-improving quality of the longest running 
national football competition in Australia. The total number of 
spectators at Ericsson Cup games has climbed to within a few 
thousand of the one million mark. We hope to pass the magic 
million in the 1997/98 season. 
Growth is a word we like to apply to the Ericsson Cup. This 
season we have seen excellent media coverage, growing crowds 
and the arrival of Perth Glory and Collingwood Warriors. Perth 
shows every sign of building on its success while the vacancy 
created by Collingwood's departure will be filled by a well pre- 
pared and committed Carlton Soccer Club. 
Already in the 1990s we have paid tribute to some talented 
Championship winning teams: UTS 
Olympic (89/90), South Melbourne 
(90/91), Adelaide City (91/92, 93/94), 
Marconi Fairfield (92/93) and 
Melbourne Knights (94/95, 95/96). 
We wish the six finalists for the 
1996/97 season all the best in 
their pursuit of the title of 


Ericsson Cup Champion, — 
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REMEM DEP wren tnar 
What an exciting time for soccer in Australia. And the best is yet 


, (721. IpaP <IC! 
to come in the Ericsson Cup Finals and Grand Final! ERICSSON zZ SOWA? lining i eee PENALTY KICK, 


When people in this country think of soccer, they think of the =eeI and YO U 7 were av; 3s” 


Ericsson Cup. It represents everything positive about the sport. 
ye. 3S? then hekickedand 


The Ericsson Cup has a lot in common with Ericsson. We are 
eMissed. 


leaders in our respective fields, both innovative and dedicated to 
So you bd thinking “maybe that 


putting the best product out there either 
n the soccer pitch or in the market 
ha peewed 
yecause of ME. 
"FIC think hard enough, CHEER, 


CREAM 


Ericsson's investment in soccer has 
HARD enough, this game will be OUrS.” 


Quaranteed that the sport can contin- 
Well, we didn’t want = be_the_ones 


ue to develop at a rapid rate. The 
: to break this to you, but & 


that guy sitting 


Opposite VOU? xem 
the one holding the ‘Coke’ ; cheerin., 


for the other side. Guess whats 
He’S thinking 


Kjell Sorme the SAME THING 
Managing Director, VO U 7 are. 


Ericsson Australia Pty. Ltd. 


ERICSSON 2 


1996/97 season has seen crowd atten- 
dances nearing one million spectators, The 
games have become much more exciting with 
the highest average goals per game in history. 
| would like to take this opportunity to thank the 
fourteen clubs who participated in this season's 
Ericsson Cup. The entertainment you have provided 
week in week out is what has generated greater 
awareness of the Ericsson Cup amongst spectators 
as well as the media, 

Congratulations to the remaining six clubs who will be 
Competing in the Finals competition. The next few 
weeks will see the culmination of your hard work 
over the season, Unfortunately, only two of you 
will make it to the Grand Final and only one 
will hold the Championship Trophy on 

May 25. 

| would like to thank the clubs, the players, 
coaching staff and all the people who have 
actively supported our sponsorship. We 

thank you and we look forward to a success- 
ful Ericsson Cup Finals series. 
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Z2%) HOW THE ERICSSON CUP CHAMPIONSHIP SERIES WORKS 
Sicson 2) AND 1996/97 GAME DATES 


WEEK WEEK 


(Three games, with two (One game, with one 
teams eliminated) a team eliminated) 
TWO ELIMINATION VO ELIi 
MINOR Rl 
FINALS SEMI-FINAL GRAND FINAL 
(Ist legs) 
South Melbourne v Winner of Minor 
Melbourne Knights Semi-Final v loser of 
(Sunday, May 4: Major Semi-Final, 
Bob Jane Stadium, ) with loser eliminated 
3.00pm) and r and winner to 
Adelaide City v i Grand Final. 
Marconi Fairfield 4 
(Sunday, May 4 { 
Norwood Oval, , @ 
3.00pm) a : 
with both aggregate MAJOR A? ryy 
losers eliminated SEMI-FINAL | Y Ly 
and both winners (2nd leg) os 
on to Minor 
Semi- Final. 
AND 


Brisbane Strikers v 
Sydney United 
(Saturday, May 3: 
Suncorp Stadium, al ( wint 
7.00pm) in the first 
match of a Grand Final 
qualifying series 
decided over two 


es 
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games. - 1 oRT-THE WRARY 
Week ending W in Week ending Sunday, 

Sunday, April 27 [Rrra | ty) Sunday, May 11th STE Ay | May 25th 

6 1997 1997 1997 


The Finals 


You can almost taste the excitement, can't you? Welcome to the 

indispensable magazine guide for the Ericsson Cup Finals. Glamour 

clubs Sydney United, Brisbane Strikers, South Melbourne, Adelaide City, Marconi Fairfield and 
Melbourne Knights will make the 1996/97 Finals one of the most exciting, and unpredictable, in the 
history of the National Soccer League. Over 100 players will be involved in the Finals series, every 
one of them dreaming of making a telling contribution. 


By Stephen Copping rrcsson s 


1996/97 ERICSSON CUP TABLE 
P 


SYDNEY UNITED 
BRISBANE STRIKERS 
SOUTH MELBOURNE 
ADELAIDE CITY 
MARCONI FAIRFIELD 
MELBOURNE KNIGHTS 
PERTH GLORY 

WEST ADELAIDE 

UTS OLYMPIC 
WOLLONGONG CITY 
NEWCASTLE BREAKERS 
GIPPSLAND FALCONS 
COLLINGWOOD WARRIORS 
CANBERRA COSMOS 


(Top six teams qualified for the Finals series) 


— 


(After 26 Rounds) Eugene Brazzale (Victoria) 
DAVID ZDRILIC (Sydney United) Gerry Connolly (Victoria) 
Brett Hugo (NSW) 
ANTE MILICIC (Sydney United) Eddie Lennie (WA) 
Simon Micallef (NSW) 
Mark Shield (QLD) 


All of the Ericsson Cup 1996/97 RESULTS can be found on Page 24, 
FRONT COVER: Sydney United and Socceroo star striker, David Zdrilic 


ERICSSON CUP HOTLINE: 1900 1700 47 


SLOBODAN DESPOTOVSKI (Perth Glory) 14 


Coach: Branko Culina 


SI 


ym 1984 to Rnd. 25, 1996/97 


Games Goats 
1.ZeLJKO KALAC 122 
2.ROBERT TRAIKOVSKI «592 
ydney United have finally broken free: they are now a 3.VeLimiR Kupresak 170 10 
side capable of winning, and winning well. Two 5, Mark Basic 148 1 
seven goal victories this season is clear indication 
ROBERT ENES (iy ie 
that coach Branko Culina is moulding together aig 
something special at Edensor Park. 7-KRESIMIR MARUSIC 32 
How They'll Play 8.ANTE Moric 98 
‘Sydney United use the attacking 3-5-2 formation and the 9,Ropert Markovic 207 
Creative 3-4-3 line-up. This flexibility allows Branko Culina I 40.ANTe Muuicic 114 ranko Culina has thrown himself 
the option to utilise his side to their capacity. When it comes 
to technicality gifted, United have no equals. The vita 11.Damir Cvetko 19 into coaching. An avid reader of all 
foaming midfielder Kresimir Marusic: The creator of goals 12.AyTEK GENC 121 19 world-wide soccer publications and 
The Pumas are, without doubt, the fittest side in the Ericsson zi 44.Davio Zoritic 409 
Cup. Only one player, university undergraduate Mark Babic, : a late night watcher of European soccer ... 
ue Sniy one ay ila al aa ei : ‘ 15,JASON CULINA 12 


does not train daily with the team. Ante Milicic and David 
Zdrilic have grabbed the headlines this season, blitzing the 
goal charts in similar style to Adelaide City's Damian Mori 18.RICHARD PLESA 27-1. Sydney United to unprecedented levels this 
and Bradley Hassell in 1995/96. Zeljko Kalac, Robert Enes 19. Tony Krstovic 171 58 
and \ Babic adi h to a side that is complete 

and Mark Babic add strength to a side that is complete in 21. Mark RUDAN 36 66 


every department. soccer but are now able to kill off teams. 
How They'll Do | 22.JACcOB BURNS 3 


17,PAauL BILKOKAPIC i 22) Culina is always willing to learn. Has lifted 


season, they are not only playing attractive 


Culina nominates the 3-0 victory over 
Can Sydney United cope with the pressure of being 7 24,DEAN CULINA 2 "y 


favourites? Have their players matured sufficiently enough to ” 27.JOHN DIDULICA 2 Marconi Fairfield and the 3-1 win in South 
handle the mental toughness during the Finals series? Have 
Culina’s stars peaked too early? Or are they so motivated by 2 

desire that no-one can take away a 31 ANOREW CREWS 6 


30.JOHN PEROSH 30 Melbourne as his side's most memorable 


performances this season. 
Grand Final berth on May 25? \ Coach: BRANKO CULINA 102 Culina’s Quotes: 


“Sydney United are the best team (in 


_ Pumas club profile - Ericsson Cup) by a mile. 

ANTE MILICIC 23, STRIKER DAVID ZDRILIC 23, STRIKER KRESIMIR MARUSIC 27, MIDFIELDER Home: Sydney United Sports Centre r Park. 

What a wonderful comeback to form and fit-  Ex-SI. G layer, Zarilic has surprised everyone Marusic is highly regarded by his fellow Years in league: 1984 to 1996/97 We are unbeatable at Edensor Park. 
for Ante Milicic this season. Troubled by as phenomenal strike rate. Zdic team-mates. Widely tipped to land the Championships: Nil Other teams are winding down...we are 

{-doubt and injuries, Milicic rged @ goals. ras able experi- Player of the Year award, Culina spotted Finalists: 1985, 1986, 1988, 1993/94, 1994/95, 1995/96 ; . 

asthe most wanted goalscorer in Australia. 02 by operating in various postions during his. jYarusic starring for the Melbourne and 1996/97 * increasing the tempo. 

Branko Culina has been putting pressure on“ al United. His partnership with Milicic is full Knights betore he won his signature Last year: 4th The Pumas Finals record- Pld W D L rs 8, : > 

Mili forth i rid the one-time of understanding; S a Marusic has all the ssary 3 16 6 3 7 Ante Milicic is my favourite player. 

Young Socceroo star has delivered. Has the Palredereeaie 4 and vision to open up any defe 

fare ability o create and score goal. country, 


Record victory; 2-0 v Brisbane 95/96 
Record defeat; 0-3 v St. George 1986 


| THE BRISBANE STRIKERS 


| SAY THANK YOU! (\_ 
..to their Sponsors opis 


HYUNDAI 
uhlsport 
The Courier-Mail Siinday Mail 
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We acknowledge and thank our 

sponsors for their valuable support 


Major sponsor and carrier of Soccer Australia. 


trikers' player/coach Frank Farina has belied the stigma 
attached to the dual role to lead Brisbane to their shot 


Sits Hom 1984 to nd. 25, 
% 

« : e 1.Cunt Bouton 92 
al 


2.GLENN GWYNNE 25 
| 3.MATTHEW BELL a 


Coach: Frank Farina 


at Grand Final glory. 4, ALAN HUNTER 333m 03) 
In his rookie coaching season Farina has moulded the side 6.Gary PHILLIPS 374 20 
into a fine attacking unit. Leading from the front with veteran | | 
striker Rod Brown, the pair have proved a lethal pairing. 7.FRANK FARINA 83 100 
How They'll Play 8.SEAN CRANNEY 92 12 
“| have to select the team | think can do the job,” Farina says. 
“We have a good blend of youth and experience to take into 9.Rop Brown 321130 rank Farina has maintained his bril- 
the Finals. A lot of guys haven't been there, but several have 10.Danny WricHt 351 49 liant skills and kept harmony in a side | 
and will pass on their knowledge.” 11,Troy CRANNEY ml A that has been riddled with injuries 
Striker Wayne Knipe, Kasey Wehrman, Matt Bell, Chay Hews 1 42.Marx Baristw 62.12 throughout the season. Farina has adopted 
and Reece Tollenaere are all part of the younger brigade | an open approach to his players, explaining 
Farina has called upon this season. 14, Wayne KNIPE 15 5 feasons for selection decisions. He expects 
Farina adds: “If it comes to the crunch and | have to use four 145,ANoREW BraysHaw 61 5 | 100 per cent effort at training and has no 
or five of the youngsters in the Grand Final I'll put them in.” qualms about throwing in some of 
How They'll Do T.CHAY EHS a Brisbane's young guns. Farina showed his 
Alan Hunter, who has played 333 National Soccer League 17.Kasty WeHRMAN 19 4 | selection consistency when he benched 
games, is adamant that he will leave the club on a good note. 18.JeRomy Harris 17 1 himself in favour of in-form teenage striker 
Hunter will be the new captain of Ericsson Cup side Carlton NGRezce TOAMERE’ “17 Wayne Knipe, when he was due to return 
next season. However, he has left no doubt to where his loy- from suspension. 
alties are. Despite his illustrious career he 20.GRAHAM Ross 18 “ye told the young guys the Finals rarely } 
FE ae 22.CralG Wituiavs 124 1 @omealong in a players career. Itisimpor- | 
“We have the side, on our day, that is capable of beating any DANeR MeaeaTene ied ea tant we work even harder now and try and || 


team in the league ... our immediate goal is 
the Grand Final,” says Hunter. 


THE KEY PLAYERS 


DEREK ROYAL 


COACH: FRANK FARINA 25, 


BRISBANE STRIKERS 


Strikers club profile - 


grab this opportunity,” says Farina. 
Farina’s Quotes: 

“The best players will play, I'll put on the 
park the side | believe will win it for us. 
There are no name players, the guys know 


FRANK FARINA 32, STRIKER SEAN CRANNEY 23, MIDFIELDER 


Farina is still world class and is worth the Frank Farina believes Sean's eight-week 
admission fee just to watch him perform, absence through injury was the reason 
Has the ability to turn the match on his for a late season slump. Farina describes 
‘own and will no doubt come in for plenty Cranney as the missing link. gi 
of attention from rival defenders. Still one us an extra option. We've had plenty of 
of the biggest names in Australian soccer, guys out with injuries, but his injury was 
Farina “tloats” behind the two Brisbane —_ a big blow.” 

ikers. 


KASEY WEHRMAN 19, MIDFIELDER 


‘An exciting midtield prospect with an 
exceptional turn of speed. Wehrman is 

jong and has already shown his ability 
to score from distance, Not bad in the 
acrobatic department as well (watch if he 
scores). 


Home: Suncorp Stadium, Brisbane 
Years in leag! 991/92 to 1996/97 
Championships: Nil 


they have to perform or they'll be on the 
bench. He (Sean Cranney) just charges out 
Finalists: 1995/96 and 1996/97 


Last year: 6th The Strikers Finals record -Pid W D 1 (Wide and scares the backside off any | 
2 0 0 2 (defenders, | know | wouldn't like him 


coming at me.” 


Record victory; None 
Record defeat; 0-2 v Sydney Utd. 95/96 


EI Tel's World Cup Campaign 


By ABC Soccer Reporter, Trevor Thompson 


When Aurelio Vidmar rose to head in Australia’s third 
goal against Hungary at Budapest's Nepstadion in March, 
another step was taken towards confirming the 
Socceroos as serious contenders for France ‘98, 

Australia dominated the Hungarians and had finally con- 
verted superior possession and territorial advantage into 
aclear winning margin. 

It was another indication of the growing confidence and 
sense of enterprise under the guidance of Terry Venables. 
The appointment of the former England boss late last 
year was greeted with a mixture of astonishment, acclaim 
and animosity. 


May 25: Ericsson Cup Grand Final (Optus Vision and SBS TV) 


Many of Venables’ countrymen ridiculed his decision to 
Quide a football “minnow”, senior players like Mark 
Bosnich hailed his arrival as “inspired”, while opponents 
at home complained he would take credit for an 
Australian achievement that was not his. 

Venables himself maintained a steadfast position that 
Getting to France was the goal, and all players would get 
the chance to play a part in the quest for the Holy Grail 
Five wins from five outings is proof of progress, and 
each match has yielded its highlights. 

The dazzling first half hour against New Zealand in 
Melbourne that All Whites skipper Roger Gary told ABC 
Radio was “like playing against a blur of gold shirts", the 
outwitting of a highly skilled Korean side in Brisbane, 
and the Zelic inspired dismissal of Hungary will live long 
in the memory. 

But the real test of this year's World Cup qualifiers lies 
ahead. 

During the Optus World Soccer Series in January, Alex 
Tobin expressed the view that “the players have respond- 
ed to him. They respect his tactical knowledge and like 
his individual approach." 

If the development of a skilful and mobile team contin- 
ues, and the France '98 dream is realised, respect at 
home and abroad will also spread. 

Even his most vocal critics will surely agree the Terry 
Venables era lifted Australian soccer to new heights of 
performance and self belief. 


Ericsson Cup 


Soccer Calendar 


May 28: Superstars series: Game 1 Olympic Park 7.30pm 
(On Channel 9) 

May 31: Ericsson Cup Awards Night 

(Live on Optus Vision. SBS coverage on June 1) 
June 4: Superstars series: Game 2 Parramatta 
Stadium 7.30pm (On Channel 9) 

June 11-21: Oceania World Cup qualifiers 

' June 16 - July 5: Under 20 FIFA Coca-Cola 
World Youth Championship (Malaysia) 
june 28/29: Oceania World Cup play-off (Game 1) 
July 5: Oceania World Cup play-off (Game 2) 
September 4 - September 21: World Under 17 FIFA 
JVC Cup (Egypt) 
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COUNTRY 
CUSTOMERS 
FLY IN. DRIVE IN. BUS IN, 
BUY ACAR FROM 
SOUTHERN MOTORS AND WE 
WILL PAY YOUR TRAVEL 
COSTS OR PETROL AND WE WILL 
SUPPLY ONE NIGHTS LUXURY 
ACCOMMODATION IN DOWN TOWN 
MELBOURNE, WE HAVE 44 AUTHORISED 
COUNTRY REPAIRER 


INSTANT FINANCE 
TO APPROVED PURCHASERS 


© CONSUMER FINANCE 
* PERSONAL LEASING 
* COMMERCIAL HIRE PURCHASE 
° CORPORATE LEASING 

BUY NOW PAY 1 


N 6 MONTHS 


FREE WITH ALL OUR CARS 

A YEAR UNLIMITED KILOMETRE AUSTRALIA 
WIDE MECHANICAL WARRANTY 

4-YEAR PAINT & INTERIOR FABRIC 
PROTECTION PLAN 

SLYEAR RUST PROTECTION PLAN 

162 POINT INSPECTION AND 

PRE-DELIVERY SERVICE, 
24 HOUR 


ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE 
FREE FULL TANK OF PETROL 


Southern Motors T 
HUGE LOCATION 


19 FLEMINGTON ROAD CNR DANDENONG & WARRIGAL ROADS 


NORTH MELBOURNE WE TRADE 
TEL 24 HOURS BOTH OPEN OAKLEIGH ANYTHING 


9329 8600 | 7 DAYS | 9539 4100 (2 Aut 
N'T BE BEATEN ON ANY DEAL - 


ALL CARS PRE-OWNED, Special coeitions apply to mechanical watrantes. Special conditions, interes, credit Yes, & charges apply to delayed payment plan 


4 SUPERSEDED * FORD's 

* HOLDEN's TOYOTA'S 

© MITSUBISHI’s 

*HYUNDAI's ¢ SUZUKI's 
DISCOUNTED BY 
THOUSANDS TODAY! 
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0 other club can boast a cast as colourful as South 


Melbourne's contribution to the Australian game's 

honour roll. The list of players to have pulled on a 

South Melbourne shirt is a Who's Who of Australian soccer: 
Oscar Crino, Jack Reilly, Paul Wade, Mike Petersen and 
Mehmet Durakovic to name a few. 

And that’s before we move onto the coaches: Rale Rasic, 
Frank Arok, Manchester United legend Tommy Docherty and 
the great Ferenc Puskas. 

How They'll Play 

With a free-wheeling strikeforce boasting three full 
internationals South Melbourne's attack seemingly looks after 
itself. Angie Postecoglou's secret weapon, however, actually 
lies with his defence. Utilising a zonal system means the 
responsibility lies with defenders to be adaptable. At times a 
defender has to be a marker; at others, he becomes the 
“spare” man (or sweeper). It seems to work. Only the rock- 
solid Adelaide City defence has conceded fewer goals than 
the Lakers this season. 

How They'll Do 


SOUTH !\|"' 


by FourFourTwo Australian correspondent, Matthew Hall 


a 
‘=< 


MICHAEL PETKC 
2.Con ANTHOPOULOS 
3.Nick ORLIC 

4, ALEKSANDER KUZMANOVIC 
5.CON BLATSIS 
6.JASON POLAK 
7.STEVE PANOPOULOS 
8.VAUGHAN CoVvENY 
9.PAUL TRIMBOLI 
11,Steve losiriois 
12.BiLL DAMIANOS 
13,Davio CLARKSON 
14,MICHAEL PETERSEN 
15. TANSELL BASER 
17.DaNieL ALLSoPP 
18.MicHa CurcuiA 
20,PeTER Zois 
23,IVAN KELIC 


24,GeoRGE GouTZIOULIS 


Coach: Angie Postecoglou 


t was not until last November that things 
started to fall into place. “Beating Marconi 
in Sydney was the turnaround,” says 
Postecoglou. 
“With new players and a new coach it took 
time to gel. 
“We have to win four or five games on the 
trot and do that under Finals pressure,” he 
said. 
“| don’t want to sound too boring but we 
really can only take one game at a time. 
“We've done pretty well against teams in the 


South has won the championship twice, 1984 and 1990/91 


r 25.Fausto De Amicis 139 six so that gives us a bit of confidence.” 
Postecoglou's first full on was almost over after five Andee IeTiVal fn ful 
5 SAS = ind as his rivals are well aware, successful 
matches without a win, Postecoglou has seen his a 26.Nick KOLETSAS IS 
early-season strugglers bloom into many pundits favourites ; Ba Coach: ANcie PostecosLou 28 Finals football can come down to just that 


for a Grand Final place, 5 extra touch of confidence. 


Postecoglou’s Quotes: 


“South Melbourne means something special 


r Lakers club profile - ~ it 
PAUL TRIMBOL! 28, STRIKER FAUSTO DE AMICIS 28, DEFENDER MICHAEL PETKOVIC 20, GOALKEEPER pine: Bobsane Stadiums Melbourne peal ees Ou CUD) played for 
One of the outstanding players in this Made a crosstown move from the Champion teams know that they are Years in league: 1977 to 1996/97 | wanted to instil that same pride in my play- 
years Ericsson Cup. Trimboli has shone Melbourne Knights to become the linchpin only as qood as their goalkeeper. In Championships: 1984 and 1990/91 . és 
hot only with the ball but has shown in the Lakers defence, De Amicis is not ‘Michael Pelkovic, South Melbourne are Finalists: 1984, 1985, 1988, 1989/90, 1990/91, ers and | think that became evident through 
reat leadership skills as club captain. just the immovable object but also the up wilh the best, With older brother 91991/92, 1992/93, 1993/94, 1994/95, and 1996/97 the year. 
Acertain Terry Venables is among his _ irresistible force. lity to get forward = Jason the number one at Adelaide City Last year: 8th The Lakers Finals record- Pld W D L 


fans. adds a dangerous dimension to the coaches across the country want to f ‘ i 25 8 5 12 We've never chucked the towel in. 
Laker’ potent attack know what Mrs P. feeds the kids Record victory; 5-1 v Gippsland 94/95 
16 Record defeat; 0-7 v Marconi 92/93 


Andrew Marth: 
A Grand Final winner 
with Melbourne 
Knights last year 


© PLAY-OFF TEAMS 
Teams to play in the Finals are: Marconi (10 times), 
South Melbourne (9), UTS Olympic (9), Melbourne 
Knights (9), Adelaide City (8), Sydney United (6), 
Wollongong City (3), Melbourne Zebras (3), St George 
(3), Heidelberg (3), Sydney City (3), Preston (2), 
Parramatta Eagles (2), West Adelaide (2), with Morwell, e THE VENUES 
Apia, Blacktown, Brisbane Lions, Sunshine, Melbourne. “Thirteen different venues have been used to host Finals 
City and the Brisbane Strikers all managing a single games, with Melbourne's Olympic Park having hosted 
crack at the Finals action. (To end of 1995/96 season), the most (41), along with St George Stadium (20), 
Parramatta Stadium (18), Hindmarsh Stadium (11), 
GAMES AND GOALS Marconi Stadium (8), Sydney's Croatian Sports Centre 
There have been 108 Finals matches played and a total (3), Adelaide Oval (2), Melbourne Knights Park (2) and 
of 296 goals have been scored in open play during those Adelaide's Football Park, Brandon Park, Suncorp 
games. Stadium, Leichhardt Oval and Morwell Falcons Park all 
Of the 108 matches played 22 have gone into extra-time getting one game each. 
and 11 to penalties, 


Melbourne's Olympic¢ Park has hosted the most Grand 
¢ SHOOT-OUTS 


Finals (6). 
The record for the penalty shoot-out to decide a Final 


BEST OF THE BEST 
was set in Marconi’s 7-6 marathon to topple Olympic in 


Counting duel-legged Grand Finals (1984 to 1986) as 
the 1985 Northern Division Minor Semi-Final. The 


‘one game, one-time Adelaide City team-mates Alex 
Fairfielders equalled that in the 1990/91 Elimination Tobin, Joe Mullen and Serge Melta each have a share of 
Final by drawing 3-3 with the Parramatta Eagles before 


the all-time record of five Ericsson Cup Grand Final 
winning the subsequent penalty shoot-out 7-6. * appearances, along with Melbourne Knights skipper 


¢ SUDDEN DEATH 


Although it was not required, last year was the first time 
sudden death extra-time, or the golden goal ruling, was 
introduced to decide a Grand Final in the case of a draw 
over 90 minutes. 


| Andrew Marth, That Adelaide trio, along with 


former Marconi skipper lan Gray, are the only 
players to boast three Grand Final wins. 


ON THE TROT 


Marconi and Adelaide City have appeared in 
the most consecutive Finals series (7), the 
former in a run spanning 1984 to 1990/91, 
and Adelaide City are now the only club to 
have appeared in every series since the 
league went to a summer campaign in 
1989/90, through to 1995/96. 

The Zebras and the Melbourne Knights jointly 
hold the league best record of being the only 
clubs to feature in five Grand Finals and only 
Adelaide City has played in four consecutive 
Grand Finals. 


© GRAND FINAL ACES 


‘Two-time Melbourne Knights championship 
skipper Andrew Marth has scored more Grand 
Final goals than any player in league history, 
with a total of three, 

Only one player can boast two Marsden 
Medals for Grand Final best afield, Adelaide 
City’s Alex Tobin 


The most goals by an individual in one Finals 
series is four, achieved twice, by Stuart 
Stevenson for Heidelberg United in 1984 and 
equalled by Adelaide City’s Carl Veart in 
1991/92. 

The best team goalscoring effort in one series 
is 11, although two of the three sides to hit 
that mark didn't even win the title. 

South Melbourne has scored 11 in four Finals 
ames twice, in the title-winning 1984 season 
and again in 1994/95, when the Lakers didn't 
even make the Grand Final. 

UTS Olympic scored 11.in-six games in 
1986, when beaten in the Grand Final. 


¢ MATCH WINNERS 


No player has ever scored more than three 
goals in an Ericsson Cup final, with four play- 
és all sharing the individual game goals 


fecord of three. 

Heidelberg’s Stuart Stevenson got the first 
Finals hat-trick in 1984 in the Southern 
Division Preliminary Final against the 
Melbourne Knights. 

Laker Charlie Egan equalled the mark against 
Preston in the 1985 Southern Division 
Preliminary Final and Sydney City’s Frank 
Farina joined the elite group in 1986 with a 
treble against Marconi in the Northern 
Division Elimination Final 

Mark Viduka is the league's last Finals hat- 
trick hero, netting three for the Knights 
against South Melbourne in the 1994/95 
Preliminary Final. 


¢ ALL-TIME BEST 


Adelaide City has played in the most Finals 
games in league history, the Zebra's total of 
30 Finals games just edging UTS Olympic 
and Marconi. 


BY SURPRISE 


The lowest any team has come from to win 
the title is fifth, with UTS Olympic winning 
from the elimination final in 1989/90 and 
Adelaide City following suit in 1993/94, 


© GOALS GALORE 


The highest single game goal aggregate in a 
final is the eight shared by South Melbourne 
and Preston in a 1985 Southern Division 
Preliminary Final 4-4 thriller, eventually won 
by Preston on penalties. 


¢ TO. AND FROM 


The worst fall from title-winning grace was by 
Apia Leichhardt in 1988, when they slumped 
to 11th after winning the title just one year 
previously. The most meteoric rise was per- 
formed by Adelaide City in 1986, when they 
won the title after finishing the previous cam- 
paign in 9th place. 

Two teams, the 1993/94 Melbourne Knights 
and Marconi of 1995/96, have come from 
10th the previous year only to lose the Grand 


THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF 


SYDNEY UNITED SOCCER CLUB 


WISHES TO CONGRATULATE AND AT THE SAME TIME THANK THE 
FOLLOWING PEOPLE FOR OUR ACHIEVEMENT IN BEING THE 
1996/97 ERICSSON CuP PREMIERSHIP WINNERS 


COACHING AND PLAYING STAFF 
Support STAFF 

SPONSORS 

MEMBERS AND SUPPORTERS 


| SOCCER CLUB 


THE WONDERFUL RESULTS ON THE FIELD THIS SEASON ARE THE 
CULMINATION OF A LOT OF HARD WORK OVER THE LAST FOUR 
YEARS; BOTH ON AND OFF THE PLAYING FIELD. 


AN IMPORTANT MEMBER OF OUR TEAM OVER THAT PERIOD, 
AND WITHOUT WHOSE HELP THIS WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN 
POSSIBLE, IS OUR MAJOR SPONSOR 


BOKA WINDOWS 


TO THE FRANOVIC FAMILY AND EVERYONE AT 
BOKA WINDOWS, WE ARE ETERNALLY GRATEFUL. 


It’s PURE FOOTBALL! 
| THE ONLY 


RE COLOUR¥ MORE FOOTBALL 


FOOTBALL FREE VIDEO OFFER: 
| NEWSWEEKLY See inside 
DEVOTED TO [SH for details 
| THE BRITISH [aesams 
GAME. ALL 
| DIVISIONS 
ARE COVERED 
WITH... 
| @PREPORTS 


| NEWS 
| ACTION 
| SructuREs FO Or 


PHONE THE BRITISH SOCCER WEEK RESULTS HOTLINE ON 


0055 S447 


75 cents per minute. Mobile and pay phones extra 


It’s your complete football newsweekly. 
First on Wednesday every week 


ON SALE AT NEWSAGENTS EVERYWHERE 


1996/97 


By Greg Blake 1.JASON PETKOVIC 93 


a ast year the Zebras went into 2.BRADLEY ARMOUR 56 

L the Finals with the league's ¥ 3, Mark YATES 69 
highest-ranking offense by 

far and missed the Grand Final - albeit by one game - for the » 3 4.MiLaN Ivanovic 244 
first time since 1991, This time the Zebras take on a more tra- 


ditional look, riding to the Finals on the back of the league's 7 S.ALEX TOBIN 347 
most efficient defence. | 6.ANGELO CosTAnzo © 44 
How They'll Play n » a" 
Conceding less than a goal per game along the way, the defen- , 8.BrapLey Hassett 107 
sive combination of Mark Yates, Bradley Armour, goalkeeper - 
Jason Petkovic, Milan Ivanovic and skipper Alex Tobin is the 9,DINo MENNILLO 54 
basis of an otherwise youthful and O.JOHN GIBSON 211 
inexperienced Adelaide City team 
Playing a loose 4-4-2 system coach John Nyskohus has sim- 11.MicHAeL Musitano 41 
ply re-invented the style which has produced a decade of suc- 2.MicHAeL BRooKs 76 
cess for the Adelaide club. : 
The Tobin - Ivanovic - Petkovic trio still dictates the success of “Ze 13.Mark BRAZZALE 137 
this team, but the emerging faces of Yates, Armour, Michael 
Brooks, Michael Musitano, Dino Mennillo and gutsy Angelo 4.KOSTA SALAPASIDIS 43 
Costanzo are all forging the reputation of a * 5. Travis Dopp 4 
new Zebra generation. \ 
Top scorer Brooks and Finals experienced Brad Hassell appear 6.Ross VeRSHOOR 2 
the best option as a striking combination. 7.MicHAet PIRONE 6 
How They'll Do 
Who would actually bet against a team which has finished 3rd, 8.CARMELO GRAZIANO - 
1st, 2nd, 1st, 2nd and 3rd in the past six seasons, 
hasn't missed the Finals since 1988 and ; 9.JOE BARBARO 53 
has played more Finals matches for the best 20, ANTHONY BREADEN 4 
success percentage of any team in history ? 
Quite simply, Adelaide City are comfortable in Finals territory. 21.Nick SABLJAK 7 
Only Marconi has beaten the Zebras twice this year and going ‘i 
into the last game of the season the only other team to have 22.SERGE! VASKIN 8 
beaten the Zebras this season has been Perth Tison PETOVIC 23, MICHAEL CARTWRIGHT - 
THE KEY PLAYERS SPORT. THE LIBRARY 1 Coach: JoHN NyskoHus 25 
ALEX TOBIN 31, DEFENDER MILAN IVANOVIC 36, DEFENDER DINO MENNILLO 21, MIDFIELDER Zabeas clit ADELAIDE cry 
Skipper, Socceroo, Finals games Ivanovic is the other half of Adelaide Menillo is the fresh and vibrant face Home: Hindmarsh Stadium, Adelaide 
record holder and dual Marsden City’s famed twin towers defensive of the new breed at Adelaide City. An Years in league: 1977 to 1996/97 
Medalist, Tobin has been the centre: set-up, the most critical element of attacking wide man of quality and Championships: 1986, 1991/92 and 1993/94 
piece of every Adelaide City triumph the club’s decade-long dominance of still unfulfilled potential. Finalists: 1986,1989/90, 1990/91, 1991/92, 1992/93, 
since 1986. the league. The Finals might provide a perfect 1993/94, 1994/95, 1995/96 and 1996/97 
And there have been plenty of those A more extravagent risk-taker than forum for this emerging star to stake Last year: 3rd The Zebras Finals record - Pld W D 
as testimony to the claims that he is Tobin, Ivanovic can produce the his claim as true quality performer. 20 1 


possibly the best ever to play inthe spectacular when and if afforded the 
Ericsson Cup. chance to gallop out from the back. 


-0 v Wall. 92/93 
4 v Marconi 95/96 


Record victory; 
Record defeat; 


Games Goats 


or 


Coach: John Nyskohus 


| af 


a 


ohn Nyskohus knew the Zebra 

system intimately and despite a 

second coaching hand-off in as 
many seasons it wasn't exactly a 
traumatic time of change after the 
Zoran Matic and brief Johnny Perin 
eras. Nyskohus knew it would take 
some time for things to settle down 
but after climbing back into the top six 
in round 15 his charges haven't looked 
like floundering. 
The first-year coach believes his team 
“can go all the way”. 
“To be honest, we're not afraid of 


anyone in the top six,” says Nyskohus. 
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1996/97 Ericsson Cup: Round 1-26 


AdC Bris Can Coll 


1-1 


1-0 


0-3 | 5-1 | 2-2 | 2-0 


2-2 


3-1 | 4-3 | 6-1) 1-0 


6-0 


3-1] 1-4] 1-1] 3-1 


3-1 


1-0 | 3-0 


7-2 


3-3 


1-0 


1-1 


4-1 


2-1 


* Game awarded to UTS Olympic, match not played 


7 - M.Soper (Olympic and Parramatta) 
D.Mori (Adelaide City) 
6 - C.Veart (Adelaide City) 
FFarina (Sydney City, Marconi and Brisbane Strikers) 
F.Awaritefe (Melbourne Knights, Sth Melbourne & Marconi) 
5 - D.Lowe (Marconi), 
Z.Nastevski (Marconi) 
C.Egan (Sth Melbourne) 
S.Maxwell (Adelaide City) 
PWade (M.Zebras and Sth Melbourne) 
M.Petersen (Heidelberg, M.Zebras, Sth Melboune) 
B.Hassell (Adelaide City) 
A.Harper (St George and Marconi) 


24 


All-time Finals goalscorers All-time Finals games records 


(only includes clubs appeared for in tinals games and 


includes appearances off bench as substitute) 
30 - A Tobin (Adelaide City) 
25 - J. Mullen (Adelaide City) 
M.Petersen (Sth Melbourne, M,Zebras and Heidelberg) 
Mlvanovie (Adelaide City) 
24 - S.Melta (Adelaide City) 
23 = |.Gray (Apia and Marconi) 
22 - PWade (Sth Melbourne and M.Zebras) 
‘S.Maxwell (Adelaide City) 
FAwaritefe (Melb.Knights, Sth Melbourne & Marconi) 
21 - M.lvanovic (Adelaide City) 
PTrimboli (Sth Melbourne) 
20 - T.Vidmar (Adelaide City) 
G.Phillips (Olympic and Bris.Strikers) 


MARCONI FAIRFIELD THANKS THE FOLLOWING 
SPONSORS FOR THEIR INVOLVEMENT WITH 
OUR FOOTBALL PROGRAM IN THE 
1996/97 ERICSSON CUP. 


Major Sponsor 


BRESCIA FURNITURE 


AAD Printing & Stationery 

AGL Gas Companies 

Aristocrat Leisure Industries Pty Ltd 
Asics Tiger Oceania 

Carlton & United Breweries 
Corporate Express 

D’Amici Colombo Pty Ltd 
Cantarella Bros 

Fairfield Champion Newspaper 
Fairfield Fish Market 

Fred Rose Ceramics 

J McCarthy Pty Ltd 

Optus World Liverpool 

Orlando Real Estate 

Original Juice Company 

Red Lee Chicken 

Sip Australia Pty Ltd 

Scundi Brothers 

Sunnybrook Hotel 

Unifab Equipment Australia Pty Ltd 


Alitalia Airlines 

Albert Crocker & Sons 
Arquilla Bulk Trading 
Cavallero Cakes 

Chippy’s Food Distributors 
Coca-Cola 

Ecolab Pty Ltd 

Evestar International 

Fairfield Advance Newspaper 
Linbar Smash Repair 

A & V Mammone & Sons 
Medi Hearing Pty Ltd 

Mr Pisa 

Marconi Travel 

Peter Warren Group - Fairfield 
South Corp Wines 

Trans West Insurance Brokers 
Victor Sports 

United Distillers 

Ye Olde Printery 


ON BEHALF OF THE MARCONI FAIRFIELD SOCCER 
COMMITTEE, MANAGEMENT, COACHING STAFF, 
PLAYERS AND THE LOYAL SUPPORTERS 
THANK YOU ALL 


Marconi Fairfield coach Mantred 

Schaefer. The soccer stalwart wants more 

For Marconi to reach the top their leader is demanding drive, dedi- 
cation and hunger. 

Marconi's start to the season - just two wins from eight - put pres- 
sure on new signings Zeljko Babic and Craig Foster. Victories from 
Round nine to 11 and Round 15 to 18, and the double victory over 
UTS Olympic confirmed their Finals place. 

How They'll Play 

On paper Marconi's team is one of the best, Schaefer favours a 3- 
5-2 formation that sees a midfield of Vado Zoric, Brad Maloney, 
Craig Foster, Andrew Harper and either Luke Casserly, or of late, 
Mark Robertson. 

Up front Babic and Francis Awaritefe will be expected to use their 
pace for lightning counter-attacks but Marconi will need greater 
consistency from the wizardly duo. Harper, Awaritefe and Babic 
have struggled to score this season 


S.. stamina and speed are not enough for 


* 


Schaefer's final nightmare comes mostly from his decimated q j 


defence. Matthew Bingley’s return is uncertain (match fitness, as 
much as his knee injury, is now a cause for concern), and Dominic 
Longo remains doubtful through suspension. Bob Catlin is back 
and will stay between the posts for the Finals series. 

How They'll Do 

Granted, the Stallions are plagued with selection doubts, but that's 
not unusual at this time of year. Granted too, the Fairfielders, 
despite the doubts, look good on paper. It follows then that 
Marconi’s Finals success depends largely on the big guns 
returning to form. 


THE KEY PLAYERS \& 


BRAD MALONEY 25, MIDFIELDER TELJKO BABIC 21, STRIKER 

Brad Maloney is pivotal to a finely-tuned Assuming then that midfield cogs are 
Marconi. During the season fans have cranking, the pacy Babic is the other 
seen him create chances out of nothing —_ package capable of stealing victory for 
and often finish them off as well. His the Bossley Park boys. Babic has elec! 
work-rate is tireless and will mean fying speed and it is this spe 
Marconi’s forward line remains well-sup- bined with sharp ball skills, which leaves 
plied, most defenders dumbfounded. 
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i. 


DEREK ROYAL 


MATTHEW BINGLEY 25, DEFENDER 
Matthew Bingley’s return is uncertain but 
it is this very uncertainty that makes him 
a key player. Ifthe utility player is fit he 
can carve up any team, If Bingley man- 
ages to regain the form that impressed 
Terry Venables during the Optus World 
Soccer Series, then Marconi will be 
unstoppable, 


® 3.JeAN Paut De Marieny 303 

| 4.ROBERT STANTON 175 
4 5.MatTHew BINGLEY 187 
© 6.Luke Casserty 84 
B 7.ANDREW HARPER 230 
8.Eric Hristopouou 165 

4 9.CRAlG Foster 147 
10.BRAD MALONEY 155 
11.ANDREW RAVENELLO 12 

é j 12.VAUGHAN HUNTER = 
3,AARON HOLST 37 


ake no mistake Manfred Schaefer 

{Is determined to win the Grand 

Final. Winning the Premiership 
last season was ruined by their championship 
i | loss to Melbourne Knights. Marconi has the 

4,Dominic Lonco 89 players, says it has regained the attitude and 

§ 15.Mark ROBERTSON 19 the will and now looks to Schaefer's steward- 
5 ship. Schaefer acknowledges a top-three spot 
Should have been Marconi's. A 1996/97 
Grand Final berth would be his fourth assault 
‘on the championship - twice with Marconi. 
Schaefer's Quotes: 
“It does help that we have been there before 
and done that, Of course it's whether the 
hunger is there to win a Finals position, 
Hopefully, we can get through the first phase 
but we do need the club's supporters to give 
us an extra boost. 
To me, the favourite has got to be the first 
and second teams, Sydney United and 
Brisbane Strikers.” 


1 
1 
16.ZeLJKO Basic 
17.FRANcIS AwaRiTEFE 229 
18.PauL Souris 108 
19.BreNDAN RENAUD = 73. 
20.LESLIE PosLiacom| = 22 
21.Nick Bosevski 6 
22.DaRREN McDONALD = 5 
my 23.VLADo Zoric 52 
BSAA conc: Mueren So-weren 313 
Home: Marconi Staduim, Sydney 
Years in league: 1977 to 1996/97 


Championships: 1979, 1988, 1989, and 1992/93 
Finalists: 1984, 1985, 1986, 1987, 1988, 1989/90, 1990/91, 


1992/93, 1993/94, 1995/96, and 1996/97 
Last year: 2nd Marconi’s Finals record- Pid W D L 
28 12 6 10 


Record victory; 7-0 v Sth. Melb 92/93 
Record defeat; 1-3 v Adel. City 93/94 


by Roy Hay 


Competition in the National Youth League Northern 
2s, The Australian Institute of Sport won the 1996/97 Pre 
Institute of Sport was the Premiership winners. West Adelaide 
‘out in which the Sharks triumphed by four goals to three. 
Interdivisional final being played as a curtain raiser to the Ericsson Cup Grand Final. 


League Ladders 


round of mal 


Team 

VIS. 

Melbourne Knights 
Gippsland Falcons 
South Melbou 
Bentleigh Greens 
Green Gully 
Collingwood Warriors 
Sunshine Georgles 
Altona Magic 


Springvale City Reds 
Box Hill 


Team 

Australian | S 

Sydney United 
Marconi-Fairtield 
Newcastle Breakers 
UTS Olympic 
Wollongong City 
NSW Institute of Sport 
Queensland A S 
Sydney United Colts 


ACT Academy 
UTS Olympic Colts 


Team 

Adelaide City 

West Adelaide 
Modbury 

Woodville City 
South Australia ST 
Cumberland United 
Ad Eagles 
Para Hills 


and Southern Divisions was very tight in 1996-7 with placings inthe Finals in doubt until 
of the Northern Division of the NYL. Inthe Southern Div 
ler a scoreless draw with Adelaide City anda p 
ions of the three Divisions will meet to decide the Australian title holder, with the 


= 


Melbourne Knights Colts 
Heidelberg United 
Thomastown Zebras 


Marconi-Fairfield Colts 


Nerranianfiaaad 


28 


very last 


ally shoot 


Finals Series Northern 
and Southern Divisions 


Elimination Semi-final 

Woodville City 4 Modbury 0 

(J. Chitti 2, M. Keens, D. Paris) 

Qualifying Semi-Final 

Adelaide City 6 West Adelaide 0 
(N. Sabljak 2, 0. Gosti 2, T. Dodd, M. Pirone) 
Preliminary Final 

West Adelaide 1 Woodville City 0 
(Vidakovic) 

Grand Final 

Adelaide City 0 West Adelaide 0 
(After extra-time, West Adelaide won 4 - 3 

‘on penalties) 

West Adelaide are 1996/97 NYL - South 
Australia Division Champions 


West Adelaide qualities tor Finals with the other Division 


Champions to determine the National Champion. 


Based on material provided by Peter Georgaras, 


Greg Stock, Roy Hay and Soccer Australia 


sion, the Victorian 


177-83 


77 
178 
179 
380 
981 
382 
383 


984-86 


984 


985 


986 


CHAMPION 
Sydney Olympic 


Brunswick 


Adelaide City 


oll of Honour 1977-1996 


CHAMPION 
Sydney City 
West Adelaide 
Marconi Fairfield 
Sydney City 
Sydney City 
Sydney City 

St George 


Player of the Year 
1977-1996 


CUP WINNER 
Brisbane City 
Brisbane City 
Adelaide City 
Marconi Fairfield 
Brisbane Lions 
Apia Leichhardt 
Sydney Olympic 


TOP 4/5 CUP WINNER 


1 27-Apr-97 
First v Second 
2 27-Apr-97 
Third v Fourth 
3 4-May-97 
Loser Match 1 v Winner Match 2 
4 11-May-97 
Winner Match 3 v Winner Match 1 
5 18-May-97 
Winner Match 4 v South Australian 
Southern Division Champion 
6 25-May-97 


Winner Match 5 v Northern Division 
Champion 


987 


987 


988-96 


188 
189 


189/90 
190/91 
191/92 
192/93 
393/94 
194/95 
195/96 


1983 
1984 
1985, 
1986 
1987 
1988 
1989 


1989/90 
1990/91 
1991/92 
1992/93 
1993/94 
1994/95 
1995/96 


CHAMPION 
Apia Leichhardt 


CHAMPION 
Marconi Fairfield 
Marconi Fairfield 
Sydney Olympic 
Sth Melbourne 
Adelaide City 
Marconi Fairfield 
Adelaide City 
Melbourne Knights 
Melbourne Knights 


ach of the Year 1977-1996 


CUP WINNER 
Newcastle 
Rosebud 
Sydney Olympic 


DIVISION CHAMPION 


Sydney City 


CUP WINNER 
Sydney United 


TOP 5 CUP WINNER 


Rale Rasic 
Gerry Chaldi 
Les Scheinflug 
John Margaritis 
Eddie Thomson 
Frank Arok 
Frank Arok 
Eddie Thomson 
Eddie Thomson 
Drago Sekularac 
Rale Rasic 
Brian Garvey 
Bertie Mariani 
Bertie Mariani 
Zoran Matic 
David Ratcliffe 
Jim Pyrogolios 


John Perin 


CUP WINNER 
Apia Leichhardt 
Adelaide City 

Sth Melbourne 
Parramatta Eagles 
Adelaide City 
Heidelberg Utd 
Parramatta Eagles 
Melbourne Knights 
South Melbourne 


Melbourne Knights 
Melbourne Knights 


Melbourne Knights 
Melbourne Knights 


Melbourne Knights 


fesse lo Rnd, 25, 1996/97 


> 1.Joe Diputica 18 

2,DrAc! NaSTEVSKI 25 

ppearing in five Grand Finals over “M ANCE ER 103 
5.ZoRAN MarKovski 84 

—_ 6.ANoREW MARTH 234 


8.Josip SIMUNIC 33 


the past six years, and in Mark 


Viduka and Steve Horvat produc- 


ing two star Socceroos from within their junior ranks, the Knights 
have made the early running in the race to claim the 


title of ‘team of the 90s’, 9.OLIveR PONDEWWAK © 91 


How They'll Play 7 P O.LuBo LapsaNsky 79 


When lan Dobson inherited the Knights from Croatian Mirko Bazic MARWAN TASEVSKI = 10 


in 1995, the side was playing with a typically-English flat back cE KUTLESOVSKI 47 


four. Ironically, it was the English born Dobson who Introduced a 


per and produced immediate dividend with last season's 


; Muo Trupkovic = 15 
championship. If it ain't broke don't fix it. Around a backbone of 


1 
2 
13.Damian VouTEK 52 
4 
{5} 


.TOMISLAV PONDELJAK 5 


Andrew Marth, Lubo Lapsansky and Ice Kutleso bson has 


again used this system to produce almost similar results, 6.AnTE Kovacevic 57 

How They'll Do 
ask? A team , ; 8.J0E CALETA 163 
9.AnTe DEAK 8 
20.VILSON KNEZEVIC ) 
21.Ivan Duzet 60 
22.RANSFORD BANIN| = 54 
77 


61 


7.BRANKO BACAK 4 


Is three consecutive championshir D much to 


decimated by transfers and injuries has done the hard work merely 
by qualifying for the Finals. If you include their late-season run-in, 

the Knights will have to have put together near on an 11 game 
winning streak to reach the Grand Final. Mission impossible, per- 


haps, but the Knights are playing good football at the right time. 


~ MELBOURNE KNIGHTS 


Knights club profile - 


ANDREW MARTH 28, MIDFIELDER Home: Melbourne Knights Stadium 


The rock around which the castle is built. 


ADRIAN INSKI 23, STRIKER ICE KUTLESOVSKI 23, STRIKER 


Its no mystery that the Knights Injuries ripped through the team Years in league: 1984 to 1996/97 
Marth is keen to skipper the Knights to late-season Finals push coincided with throughout the season Championships: 1994/95 and 1995/96 
their third consecutive title. Not only is the return of Adrian C The striker Kept Somers Stret il. Wit Finalists: 1984, 1985, 1989, 1989/90, 1990/91, 

was the missing lance on the Knigh backs to the i 1991/92, 1993/94, 1994/95, 1995/96 and 1996/97 
topped the Knights’ goal scorers c charger s Last year: 1st The Knights Finals record - Be w i 
wanna : Record victory; 2-0 v Preston 1989 & Adel. City 94/95 
Record defeat; 1-3 v Heid.1984 


2 Games Goals’ 


Coach: lan Dobson 


aving just been crowned champions, 
a close-season clean out saw quality 
16 players (including Socceroos Danny 
Tiatto and Joe Spiteri) depart the Knights in 
1996. 
Having won the Knights a title in his debut 
14 season lan Dobson may have had the right to 
feel a little short-changed in the defence of 
the championship. Any coach losing half his 
team is going to have a big task ahead of 
30 him. To his credit Dobson remained unruf- 
fled. 
“Selling the players was a financial decision 
that the club made and | understood it,” he 
4, Says. “Losing those players did have an effect 
‘on us but what was worse was that the play- 
ers we planned to rely on instead got injured. 
“Having players like Cervinski and Kovacevic 
unavailable for the first ten rounds was a 
major problem. Whenever we started to 
perform well we lost another player.” 
Dobson's Quotes: 
“The Finals are a great idea. Considering the 
Position we were in, it gave teams like us 
something to play for. It keeps up interest in 
the season until the last weeks, That is a 
great benefit to the game.” 


3 


x 
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The Board of Directors of Melbourne Knights would like to thank the following 
SPONSORS for their support throughout the 1996-97 Ericsson Cup Season 


METRO TRAVEL 
ADIDAS 
CSR EMOULEUM 
INDOSPRAY 
J.1. LEE 
PACIFIC TEXTILES 
PODRAVKA 


The Melbourne Knights would also like to thank: 
All Coaching Staff 
All Playing Staff 
All Members and Supporters 


ISWICKERS/ Suse Sie a ee for every one B\ \ 


Zoccen\ 


Queens Park, Sydney &=="h 


Soccer Sensation 


ENTRY FORM / INQUIRY FORM 


(I VES! Please enter us for the SNICKERS® Soccer Sensation 
Team Name: 
Club/School: Team Manager: 
Address: 
Postcode: State: Country: 
Contact Numbers PH: Fax: 
Age Group: Please tick the applicable Age Group. 
{4 U18 Boys {4 U14 Boys {4 U10 Mixed 
{4 U16 Boys (J U18 Girls {Y U12 Mixed 
‘4 U15 Boys ‘I U16 Girls {4 Ut1 Mixed 
Team Strip Colours “Home” Team Strip Colours “Away” 
Shirts Shirts 
Socks Soccer 
Shorts Shorts 


Important dates to Remember 
* Team registration/entry fee due June 30,1997 
* Entry fee $AUD350.00 per team 


* Player participation fee due July 30 1997 
* Entry fee $AUD50.00 per player (in addition to team entry fee) 


Our entry fee of is enclosed (Bank Cheque or bank transfer for 
overseas entrants made payable to “Soccer Australia” 


Accomodation/Travel 


i 
We’re making our own travel arrangements im Yes im} No 


If the answer is No to the above question or you would like advice 
on travel, accommodation or transfers please contact International Sports 
Tours on PH: 61 2 9922 6166. 


Mail to: SNICKERS® Soccer Sensation Office, PO Box 175, Paddington, NSW 2021. 
Phone: 9380 6099 SNICKERS? is a registered Trademark. ©Mars Confectionery. 


Sincoroly thawte 
ICUIPSAL sc DVETE 


CORPORATE MELA ce Terre tote 
CORPORATE Plott MMi iat Trae 


~ . 
Adelaide i .— D’oro 9 STIVAL oa 
Sree it DistTRIBUTORS WINE & SPITS @rosters 


oe 


PREMIER LEAGUE 


Danka Datakey Pry Lrp 


SILVER Bianco Builders Hardware, Coopers Brewery, 
Piccadilly Water, CSR Construction Materials, 
CORPORATE F 
Whirlpool Cs d U 4 
and our many other sponsors: 4 * 


GOLD SIGN SPONSORS, SILVER SIGN SPONSORS, Ball watching! 
PLAYER SPONSORS 


PLEASE SUPPORT THE SPONSORS WHO SUPPORT THE CLUB 


DETAILS OF 1997/98 
To: 


Kay Dobrilla EMHERENLE | ee Mit >| 
Marketing Manager A Pe} A aa 
Adelaide City Soccer Club or ere | 


PO Box 379 Phone (08) 8416 6781 peta pe crt reo 
Hindmarsh SA 5007 Fax (08) 8416 6759 


We're behind Australian soccer, all the way. 


ERICSSON 2 


